
Winning battles, but not 
the war

-
managing invasive species 

in Tromsø





Invasive species in Tromsø

A large municipality with ~78.000 people. Most live close to Tromsø town, but also many

smaller settlements, and habitation along much of our coastline. Invasive species are found

mostly around present and former settlements but also along roads, as expected. 

Many former farms along the coast and on the larger islands are now left completely, or 

used as holiday homes, but the species brought there for pleasure are still thriving, and 

among them several invasive species.

We have most of the «usual suspects» around, and some have been around for a long time:
Tromsøpalme – Heracleum persicum

Giant hogweed – Heracleum mantegazzianum

Lupins

Himalayan balsam

Knotweeds

Sitka spruce

Giant butterbur – Petasites japonicus

Perennial cormflower – Centaurea montana
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We have no general plan on how to deal with invasive species.

On municipal land we are currently mapping invasive species, and are trying to come up with a more specific

plan of action on how to deal with this problem. It is obvious that we can not deal with all species and 

locations. 

Hotspots and areas of high natural and public value will have to be prioritized.

Our work towards the public is not very coherent, and to a large extent we rely on springtime newspaper

articles, and generally available information.

Still, we have had some success in one project:

In 2010 we identified palm populations on formerly inhabitated islands, og and in parks and land of high value

to the public, and started a long term removal project.



Removal of Tromsø palm on former farmlands, an on land of high value to the public.
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A very simple and unbureaucratic approach

On the remote islands: 

We join the Nature Inspectorate 2-3 times each season for inspection and removal. 
And some voluntary work.

Close to town: 

We hire summer helpers for the job. 

A quick lesson in palm removal

Maps

Spade, gloves and boots.

And then we dig.





Lessons from 12 years work

- Digging is a simple approach, and it works

- Late May – early June is the best time. 

- A July follow-up is vital. 

- Once you begin, others will follow. Having
spades etc available for loan is helpful.  

- In general, time needed on a site is
reduced by 50% each year. 

-You have to be happy with what you
can actually do.  Fighting invasive species
on a larger and more organised scale is 
still far off

KUTT
KUTT



Thank

you.
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